[DEC.
be found to be almost, if not quite, as Landre thinks they are, worthless, and at the most only point to a possibly hereditarily received predisposition as a cause in a few cases, which cases, however, might be as well, if not better, explained by the theory of contagion.
The proof chiefly relied on has been the occurrence of the disease in more than one member of a family, using the word as inclusive of uncles, aunts, and cousins. An example of this kind of reasoning is seen in the description by Liveing of a case of leprosy coming from Guernsey,1 in a man whose father became a leper in India, and he (the son) was attacked at the age of fifteen. He had, Dr Liveing states, several brothers and sisters older than himself, all healthy, yet, in the face of this, Dr Liveing at once jumps to the conclusion that "it is really a hereditary case of the disease, though I admit there is some doubt 011 
